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URBAN AGRICULTURE IN NAIROBI CITY
AND ENVIRONS PROJECT

Based on food system, food and nutrition security and human
rights frameworks, Mazingira Institute’s project considers urban
agriculture inclusive of crops, livestock and fisheries and waste
management. It began in early 2000.
The project provides short training courses for farmers and
operates a multi-actor platform and network of famers (producers),
called Nairobi and Environs Food Security Agriculture and Livestock
Forum (NEFSALF). It also advances policy advocacy and domestic,
regional and global collaboration. Several hundred women, men and
youth who attended the training course over time are practicing
urban agriculture individually or in groups to improve their
wellbeing and generate income. The more experienced practioners
act as mentors to the new-comers. Periodic NEFSALF meetings are
convened and bulletins published. Policy advocacy has included
the advancement of the national Urban and Peri-urban Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries Policy (UPALF). Rooftops Canada, a partner
of the Institute, has supported the project.
Mazingira Institute also partners with the Agriculture Sector of
Nairobi City County government. The Institute connected Nairobi

Training course on the Practice of Urban and Peri-urban Agriculture in session.
Trainers are both from Mazingira Institute and the Agriculture Sector, Nairobi
City County. They are crops, livestock, fisheries, waste management and value
adition experts. Inset: A trainer demonstrating yoghurt making as an example
of value addition.

An oﬃcial of the Agriculture Sector, Nairobi City County presenting certificate of
completion to a trainee at a NEFSALF meeting. Increasingly, trainees are younger
men and women, farming in housing and other spaces, in Nairobi city and environs.

Goats for milk and meat, kept in small spaces in informal settlements
and backyards elswhere in the city and environs. Goat milk fetches
higher price than cow milk. It is more nutritious than cow milk.

City to international organisations and networks, including the
Milan Urban Food Policy Pact (MUFPP). Nairobi City represents
Africa on the MUFPP Executive Committee.
In 2016, the Institute together with the County government
provided Inter-sectoral Training on Urban Food Systems and
Agriculture in Nairobi, collaborating with the cities of Toronto and
Cape Town, Ryerson University (Toronto), Rooftops Canada and the
International Partnership on Agriculture and Food Systems (RUAF).
This came about because the City County Assembly passed the
Urban Agriculture Promotion and Regulation Act in 2015. The first
objective of this Act is to “contribute to food security through
the development of agriculture in the county by empowering
people and institutions through allowing and facilitating
agricultural activities for subsistence and commercial purposes”.
The fourth objective is to“Regulate access to land and water for
use in urban agriculture within the county, giving priority
to residents of high density and informal settlements”. This
progressive piece of legislation demonstrates a Global South-driven
transformation in favour of food security and food sovereignty,
led by a local government.

Ndoso Farm, peri-urban Nairobi city. Managed by Ndungi Ngugi, an urban farmer and
trainer, who also acts as a mentor to the new-comers to urban farming (on right). The farm
has green houses and pallet compost bins (vermi and prota composting). On the left is
Davinder Lamba, Executive Director, Mazingira Institute.

Household vegetable (kale) patches are common informal settlements. Kale
is a widely grown nutritious vegetable. It is aﬀordable and popular with all.

Mazingira Institute is a domestic transnational organization within the Kenyan civil society.
It is a RUAF member. The Institute integrates knowledge and practice to advance human
dignity for all, common interest and sustainable built and natural environments.
Davinder Lamba is the Execuitve Director of Mazingira Institute. He represented the Urban
Food Insecure Constituency (2011 to 2014), on the Coordinating Committee (CC) of the
Civil Society Mechanism (CSM) for the World Committee on Food Security (CFS), at FAO.

